iy6              SAlLOk    ON    HORSEBACK:

the doctor bills for his second daughter, Bess, the accum-
ulated doctor bills for Flora and for the mother of Johnny
Miller, to pay his hundreds of dollars in debts to insurance
companies, department stores, grocers, butchers, druggists,,
clothing, typewriter, and stationery stores, to help all his
friends \vho needed assistance . . . enough to buy those new
glass bookcases he wanted, and to order that list of forty
books from the East. Not since he had sold " An Odyssey of
the North" had he known such an overflowing measure
of exultation. Had he not justified everything he stood for?
Had he not, within sixty days of his heroic resolution on the
train from New York, begun his revitalisation of the
American novel? When those friends who had listened to
the reading of The Call of the Wild thronged back into the
house to congratulate him, to wring his hand and slap him
on the back, had he not to send down for another gallon of
sour Italian wine and get tipsy dreaming more roseate
dreams for the future?

Now that things were better for him he engaged a second
servant to help Bessie, who was having a difficult time
recovering her strength, and entertained more widely. Into
his house came many attractive women; after his successful
siege of work Jack began to avail himself of them. There
perhaps had been an insufficient sexual compulsion in his
marriage, but even if that were not so, there was the burden
of Bessie having been pregnant for eighteen and recovering
from her deliveries for at least another six of the thirty-two
months of their marriage. A man of vigorous appetites,
accustomed to sexual satisfaction since the days of Mamie
on the Razzle Dazzle, this had worked a hardship on him;
his three days and nights with the woman on the train to
Chicago remained strong in his memory. Less than three
years after he had written, " My heart is large, and I shall be
a cleaner, wholsomer man because of a restraint being laid
upon me in place of being free to drift wheresoever I listed,"
he renounced all obligations to abstinence.

"You know my sexual code," he later wrote, "you know
the circumstances of the period, you know I had no com-